Terms of Reference for the Independent Advisory Committee on
Nature Restoration

The Minister for Nature, Heritage & Electoral Reform (The Minister) has established an
Independent Advisory Committee on Nature Restoration to make recommendations on the
content of the National Restoration Plan (NRP), in accordance with the requirements of
Regulation (EU) 2024/1991 of the European Parliament and of the Council on nature
restoration (commonly known as the Nature Restoration Law (NRL)).

The committee, nominated by the Minister, will include key sectoral and academic experts
from areas including agriculture, environment, planning, and the marine sector, appointed for
their individual expertise.

Functions of the Committee

1. The main function of the committee is to provide recommendations to the Minister relating
to the development and content of the National Restoration Plan (NRP), to be developed
and submitted to the EU Commission by 1 September 2026. In particular, to:

1.1 Consider the outputs, advice and recommendations arising from four
interdepartmental working groups (IWGs) focusing on (1) the Land, (2) the Sea, (3)
Cities and Towns and (4) Financel preparing material for inclusion in the NRP.

1.2 Provide to the Minister relevant views, assessments and advice arising from the
matters at (a) above, including an assessment of the implications of implementing the
measures contained in the NRP.

1.3 Engage with a wide ranging, multi-tiered Stakeholder engagement programme, and
ensure stakeholder views are considered and appropriately reflected in the plan.

1.4 Provide any other recommendations in relation to the foregoing matters as required
by the Minister. The committee may engage with other bodies or individuals, as
necessary. Where the committee considers that it is necessary for the purpose of
particular research, examination or analysis, the Minister may arrange for the
provision of expert advice or services to the committee for that purpose.

2. The committee shall advise on relevant aspects of NRP development. This will include
evaluation and review of:
2.1 Existing national plans and policies that contribute to Nature Restoration, and the
plans and activities arising from these policies (e.g. the National Biodiversity Action
Plan, the Climate Action Plan. The CAP Strategic Plan including CAP schemes for
farmers etc.).

1 The primary work programme for Working Group 1 — 3 is to consider targets, baselines, datasets, indicators etc.,
particularly focusing on quantifying targets and indicators as required by the articles in chapter 2 of the Nature
Restoration Regulation. This will form the basis for designing measures and actions to meet the targets. The
Finance working group will examine existing and future funding.


https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202401991
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202401991
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2.5

Public engagement and outreach exercise and how best to fold stakeholder needs into
the plan.

outputs from the IWGs relating to the contents of the NRP and underpinning
information.

The committee may also consider the resource implications arising from the
implementation of the NRP.

The Committee will update the Minister on a regular basis and provide input and
feedback to the thematic working groups. It is anticipated that the Committee will be
in place until the Nature Restoration Plan is agreed by Government and submitted to
the EU.

3. To facilitate the effective performance of the functions, the committee will have regard to

key government policies, in particular policies with a Nature-focussed agenda.
Other EU legislation impacted or assisted by NRL.
Public consultation and outreach

The IAC will be supported in this work by NPWS.



Members of the Independent Advisory Committee on Nature Restoration

e Dr Aoibhinn Ni Shuilleabhain, Chair
e Mr David Kerr,

e Ms Linda Lennon,

e Mrs Norah Parke,

e Professor Tasman Crowe
e Mr Coilin O Reilly

e Mr Paul O’Brien

e Mr Colm O’Donnell

e Ms Marina Conway

e Mr David Flynn

e Mr Micheél O Briain

e Mr Eamon Carroll

e Mr Fintan Kelly

Each member is expected to attend every meeting if possible. However, given the deadlines to
be met, decisions will be made using a quorum system if necessary.

Each member may nominate one substitute to attend in their place in the event of illness or
injury preventing attendance?. Each member will advise the secretariat of the details of their
nominated substitute (name, email, phone) in advance.

2 This was agreed at IAC meeting 4 on 28 May 2025



